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Greece: Minister pledges to conform to European Court judgment on religious symbols
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) highlights an excerpt from a statement before Parliament of the competent Minister for Justice, Transparency and Human Rights Charis Kastanidis, yesterday. The Minister replied to a parliamentary question by an extreme (LAOS) right MP on the actions undertaken by Greek Helsinki Monitor to have religious symbols removed from public buildings, including courts and public schools. GHM’s action is described in the press release issued on 21 November 2009: Greece: Advocacy of religious neutrality of the Greek state. GHM welcomes the Minister’s pledge that the government will adapt to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) judgment when it becomes final. GHM also called on the Minister to abolish the religious oath, so as to implement the ECHR judgment in the Case of Alexandridis v. Greece.( http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=829214&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649; press release: http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=829228&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649).
CHARALAMBOS KASTANIDIS (Minister for Justice, Transparency and Human Rights): (selected excerpts translated by GHM from the Greek original available in the web page: http://www.parliament.gr/ergasies/showfile.asp?file=syne091123.txt)
“If after the appeal, the European Court of Human Rights confirms its first decision, obviously all member countries must conform to the decision of the European Court of Human Rights, because otherwise the fines and condemnations of the countries [will] have enormous importance.

“A religious symbol is one thing and a national symbol another. I can’t imagine that anyone would decide to apply to the European Court of Human Rights if the flag as a national symbol was displayed in the schoolrooms or public establishments of any independent country.

“The decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, in its jurisdiction to which we, like the whole of civilized Europe, are accountable, are enforced in Greece as well.”
“If the European Court upholds its initial decision, then certainly no one in our country, just as in any other country, can propose to follow the path of humiliation caused by continuous condemnations. So, we must take that into serious consideration. I believe that the country must adapt to the situation resulting from the decision of European Court of Human Rights. But this adaptation cannot occur just like that. It will occur only after consultation, I repeat, with the Church of Greece and its competent bodies.”
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