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PRESS RELEASE

7 November 2008
Greek newspapers’ unabashed anti-Semitism on eve of Kristallnacht commemoration
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) subscribes to and disseminates the statements of two US-based Jewsih organizations condemning the outrageous front page anti-Semitism of the daily Avriani on US Election Day 4 November 2008. The newspaper’s front page and inside page article are reproduced below. 
GHM highlights two additional elements not in the statements. First, the front page of Avriani, next to the anti-Semitic article, carries the state’s football betting company OPAP advertisement. The state is therefore at least obligated to issue a strong condemnation and perhaps also stop putting advertisements in that newspaper, as otherwise it is an indirect sponsor of racism. 

Secondly, this was not an isolated incident. On 1 November 2008, the much larger in circulation and in state advertisements Eleftherotypia had an article with the title “The Jewish lobby feels the hot breath of Arabs and Palestinians” The opening sentence read: “It seems that as we approach polling day flares on the war that the McCarthyist hawks of the Jewish lobby in the U.S. and Israel decided several months ago to wage against the Democratic candidate Senator, Barack Hussein Obama.” Further on it was claimed: “Four years ago the same logic led the largest proportion of Jewish voters in Florida to vote for Bush to continue the wars launched the first in Afghanistan and then Iraq.” (http://www.enet.gr/online/online_text/c=111,dt=01.11.2008,id=20104096). That was deliberately false: as one can easily find in several articles on the web “In 2000, George Bush received only 12 percent of Florida's Jewish vote. Four years later, Bush improved his total, taking 20 percent.”  (http://www.salon.com/news/feature/2008/10/06/florida/). At no point does the article mention which Jewish organization(s) may have been doing what it is argued therein. Everything is attributed to the whole Jewish lobby.
Both articles, and many more, along with the absence of any condemnation by government or opposition or even any other civil society organizations except GHM and the Jewish NGOs, can be seen as a typical Greek “contribution” to the commemoration of the seventieth anniversary of Kristallnacht (9-10 November 1938). In Greece anti-Semitism is widespread in mainstream media, politicians and even civil society organizations, but also and mainly in the judiciary. GHM will deal with the latter in a separate forthcoming press release. 
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AJC Appalled by Greek Newspaper’s Unabashed anti-Semitism

http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=ijITI2PHKoG&b=2818295&content_id={C1802A82-B4EE-4948-BAD7-3162CC8C6061}&notoc=1
November 4, 2008 – New York – The American Jewish Committee expressed anger at the front-page headline in today’s issue of Avriani, a mainstream daily newspaper in Greece. 

The newspaper’s headline, in bold letters, read: “The anticipated victory of Obama in the U.S. elections signals the end of Jewish domination. Everything changes in the USA and we hope that it will be more democratic and humane.”
“This vile and scurrilous headline draws on classic anti-Semitic canards of Jewish conspiracy and domination,” said AJC Executive Director David A. Harris. “How could any responsible media outlet peddle such outright nonsense?”

Harris added: “Opinion polls consistently show that Senator Obama will receive from two-thirds to three-fourths of the votes of American Jews. Thus, according to the newspaper’s perverse logic, Jews are voting overwhelmingly for ‘the end of Jewish domination.’ In reality, Jews, like other Americans, celebrate democracy, participate in the political system across the spectrum, and engage in a wide range of civic activity. To suggest something darker and more sinister is to distort reality beyond recognition and fan the flames of religious and ethnic hatred.”

“We fully recognize that Greece, as a democracy, enjoys freedom of the press,” Harris concluded, “and we also understand that the views of Avriani – which has a history of anti-Semitic agitation – are its own, not the nation’s. In that spirit, we hope to hear the voices of those in Greece who recognize these views for what they are – unabashed anti-Semitism.”
AJC and the Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece have been longstanding partners. AJC has often visited Greece, met with its leaders, and sought to build strong bonds of friendship, while also maintaining close ties with the Greek Orthodox Church and the Greek-American community. 
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Headline In Greek Newspaper Puts Anti-Semitism On Full Display

http://www.adl.org/PresRele/ASInt_13/5386_13.htm
New York, NY, November 6, 2008 … A headline in a mainstream Greek newspaper that declared the election of Barack Obama as «the end of Jewish domination» shows that «anti-Semitism remains alive in Greece today» and that political leaders need to take a clear stand against hate, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) said today.

The headline, which appeared in the November 4 issue of Avriani, a mainstream daily newspaper, declared: «The anticipated victory of Obama in the U.S. elections signals THE END OF JEWISH DOMINATION. Everything changes in the USA and we hope that it will be more democratic and humane.»
Abraham H. Foxman, ADL National Director, issued the following statement:

«While hailing a new era for the United States, the editors of Avriani have themselves taken a backward leap to a time in the not-so-distant past when Europeans shamelessly wore anti-Semitism on their sleeves, and when public expressions of hate for Jews were the norm.

If anything, the headline should serve as a wake-up call that anti-Semitism remains alive in Greece today, even among those in the media who should know better than to exhume hateful canards about Jewish political manipulation. Conspiracy theories of Jewish control have a long and sordid history, and have no place in a newspaper that serves as a source for news and analysis.

It is imperative that elected officials and civil society leaders in Greece speak out forcefully against anti-Semitism. They must make clear that these dangerous canards have no place in society and that there can be no tolerance for hatred in Greece.»
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