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Greece: Parliamentary question on Hammarberg letter on Patras Roma evictions
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), on this International Roma Day, highlights the following question to the Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization Prokopis Pavlopoulos, tabled before the Greek Parliament by PASOK MP Nasos Alevras, and translated into English by GHM, from the Greek original available at the web page: http://cm.greekhelsinki.gr/uploads/2007_files/ghm873_erotisi_alevra_hammarberg_roma_patras_greek.doc.
The question concerns the letter by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Thomas Hammarberg to the Greek government on the evictions of Roma in Patras, the failure of the Greek government to answer the letter, as well as the inaccurate information in the government’s reply to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe following the Written Question No. 502 by Boris Cilevičs, member of the Socialist Group at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.  
The Commissioner’s Letter to the government is available at the web page:

http://cm.greekhelsinki.gr/uploads/2007_files/ghm862_chr_letter_patras_roma_english.doc 

The Greek government’s reply to the Committee of Ministers is available at the web page:

http://cm.greekhelsinki.gr/uploads/2007_files/ghm864_coe_cm_answer_to_cilevics_english.doc 
The Greek MP requests to be given the answer to the Commissioner, if it exists, and also asks how the government deals the legality issues concerning the Roma evictions raised by the Commissioner.
GHM recalls that the Commissioner co-organizes in Athens, on 12-13 April 2007, the 10th Round-Table with European Ombudspersons with the participation of Independent Human Rights Institutions in the Council of Europe countries.

The agenda of this meeting is available at the web page:
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1112993&BackColorInternet=FEC65B&BackColorIntranet=FEC65B&BackColorLogged=FFC679.

Nasos Alevras
PASOK MP

Athens 2.4.2007

QUESTION

To the Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization
In a recent letter to the Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization, the Commissioner for Human Rights at the Council of Europe mentions the problems faced in Greece concerning the denial of Roma rights and specifically their forced eviction without being given the possibility of relocation and alternative housing.

The problems mentioned are well known and unfortunately reflect the absence of a systematic government policy on this issue and the inaction of local authorities because of the political cost resulting from the permanent solution of the problem.

There has been no answer from the Minister to that letter of the Commissioner according to available information to this day.

On the contrary, following a written question by the fellow MP Mr. Boris Cilevičs, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe based its reply on information provided by Greece which is not accurate, concerning the provision of housing to the Roma of the Makrigianni-Rodopoulou Patras area and the forced evictions they were the victims of, ignoring the serious problem caused to the Roma families that lived there, as ascertained also by the Commissioner.  
TO ASK the Minister:

1. If he replied to the letter of the Commissioner for Human Rights and if so I request to be given that letter.

2. How does he deal with the issues of legality raised by the Commissioner in his letter, and how and with what timetable does he intend to solve the problem?

The MP asking the question

Nasos Alevras

Nasos Alevras
e-mail: nalevras@alevras.gr
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