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Blatantly illegal evictions of Roma in Makrigianni from the Municipality of Patras

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) denounces the illegal eviction (through demolition of houses) of ten (Greek or Albanian) Roma families of the Makrigianni quarter of Patras, on 27 July 2006. During the same incident, illegal pressure was exerted on the other Roma living there to leave. The eviction was carried out by a crew from the Municipality of Patras, under the protective presence of the Hellenic Police. Previously, another 3 houses had been demolished. All houses that were demolished shared a common feature, namely they had been closed by their occupants as the latter were away from Patras, engaged in seasonal work. On the contrary, the occupants of houses that were present during the operation refused to leave until authorities inform them where they would be relocated to. 

It is also reminded that, for some of the now homeless Roma, this has been the fourth actual or threatened eviction they have experienced during the last two years (August 2004 in Riganokampos, October 2004 – June 2005 - July 2006, all three in Makrigianni). In all instances, the Municipality of Patras advanced the exact same argument, namely that no eviction of Roma took place but that it merely “cleaned” the area from “deserted” houses, after first “acquiring the consent” of other Roma living there, but apparently not the consent of the Roma who owned the demolished houses and who were not there at the time of the eviction. It should also be noted that such operations (with the exception of that of October 2004) take place during summer months, when it is known that many Roma move to other localities in search of seasonal employment, much like many other non Roma…

GHM considers this eviction as blatantly illegal, since Greek courts (Magistrates Court of Patras) ruled twice in October 2005 (decisions no. 312/205 for the Riganokampos Roma community and 323/2005 for the Makrigianni Roma community) that evictions by means of eviction protocols are not legal, as long as no alternative accommodation has been provided to the Roma. The present illegal eviction is in many ways analogous to that carried out by the Municipality of Aspropyrgos on 14 July 2000. On the 2000 eviction, the Greek National Commission for Human Rights noted in its report “The state of Roma in Greece” (2001, http://www.nchr.gr/category.php?category_id=99, in English) that:
“With the highly insulting claim that he had ‘rid the area of garbage’, [the Mayor of Aspropyrgos] avoided the complications in which he would have been involved for the demolition of homes, even if those had been illegal.”  

For the same case, the Greek Ombudsman, with its January 26, 2001 “Findings Report – Case no 11128/2000” (which however has not been uploaded to its web page where all other Findings Report for 2001 are available  but which is available in Greek at http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/greek/articles/pr_26_01_01.html), referred the Municipality of Aspropyrgos to the Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization, the General Secretary of the Attica Region and the Misdemeanors Prosecutor, calling upon them to examine whether the Municipality had incurred any criminal or disciplinary liability. The ratio of the Ombudsman’s Findings Report is directly applicable to the equally illegal evictions of Patras Roma at a time when their owners were away:

“From the documents and the other evidence (photographic material, oral testimonies etc) that was gathered during the investigation into the aforementioned case, the Ombudsman considers that it is highly likely that:

1. […] The fact that the occupants of some of the sheds might have been at work [at the time their houses were demolished] does not alter the fact that they were houses. Furthermore, the fact that these houses’ characteristics do not conform to the prevailing perception as to what constitutes a house, a perception shared perhaps by the majority of the Greek citizens, also does not alter the fact that these sheds should be considered as houses. Additionally, even if some deserted or sporadically used sheds by ‘wandering athinganoi’ were to be found among the houses that were demolished, this also does not alter the fact that many other sheds constituted, for many years, the permanent and exclusive residence of numerous families. 

2. In the light of the above, it is almost certain that the demolition of Roma houses did take place and had as its objective the final eviction of these persons [the Roma] from this plot of land […]. 

3.  the material actions that led to the eviction have not been authorized by any protocol of administrative eviction of the Roma from the particular locality […] 

GHM also considers the press release of the Human Rights Section of the Coalition party on the issue very important (at http://www.ana.gr/anaweb/user/showprel?service=3&maindoc=4484478 in Greek): it calls the eviction a violation of Law 3304/2005 that transposed the EU’s Race Directive and of Article 16 of the European Social Charter, recalling Greece’s 005 conviction for the violation of Article 16 by the European Committee of Social Rights. Photographs of the area before the evictions and after it on 27 July 2006 follow. Attention! The press release with the photographs at a much greater resolution (935KB instead of 200KB) is available at http://cm.greekhelsinki.gr/uploads/2006_files/ghm796_on_exoseis_makrygianni_patras_greek.doc (in Greek).
PATRAS MAKRIGIANNI ROMA COMMUNITY

A. UPPER NEIGHBORHOOD, TOWARDS AKROTIRIOU ST., 

BEFORE THE EVICTION (7/12/2004)
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AFTER THE EVICTION (27/7/2006)
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PATRAS MAKRIGIANNI ROMA COMMUNITY

B. LOWER NEIGHBORHOOD, TOWARDS ERETRIAS ST.

BEFORE THE EVICTION (21/12/05 & 17/1/06)
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AFTER THE EVICTION (27/7/2006)
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SOME OF THE ROMA THAT WERE RENDERED HOMELESS

7/12/2004
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